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Styrene and ethylbenzene added to EPA’s TSCA prioritization list for risk 
evaluation 
 

Towson, Md., Dec. 18, 2024 – Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency announced 
styrene and ethylbenzene are included among the five chemicals slated next for prioritization for 
risk evaluation under the Toxic Substances Control Act.   
 

“SIRC and its members have been anticipating and preparing for the beginning of the TSCA 
review process since 2014, as both chemicals were included in EPA’s workplan to develop criteria 
for identifying chemicals for further assessment,” said Ray Ehrlich, executive director of the 
Styrene Information and Research Center, which represents the styrene and ethylbenzene 

industries on science and regulatory issues.  
 
SIRC is forming and leading consortia for both styrene and ethylbenzene to coordinate the 

industries’ responses as the TSCA process moves forward. Consortia membership is open to all U.S. 
manufacturers, importers, formulators or processors, and users of both chemicals, and 
representatives of industries (such as trade associations of downstream users) that depend on 
products made from styrene and/or ethylbenzene. 

 
Consortia members will work together to assure that, before EPA commences its expected risk 
evaluation, the agency has the best science and complete and accurate information on how 
styrene and ethylbenzene and their many derivatives are safely used today in many industries. 

The consortia also will work to develop and provide to EPA non-risk information about the many 
important direct and indirect benefits and uses of these products, and the social and economic 
impact of potential restrictions. 
 

As EPA has noted, selection for prioritization is not a finding that an unreasonable risk is present, 
but the start of a multi-year review process to assess potential risks. EPA will determine within the 
next year whether a full risk evaluation will be completed. If selected for comprehensive risk 

evaluation, over the subsequent three years, EPA will determine whether the manufacture or any 
use of styrene or ethylbenzene represents an unreasonable risk. EPA may then regulate, ban or 
restrict particular uses or impose workplace exposure controls to the extent necessary to prevent 
any unreasonable risks. 

 
“New restrictions on the direct and indirect uses of styrene and ethylbenzene have the potential to 
limit the future availability and use of a wide range of important products and impact a wide 



 

 

range of industries,” Ehrlich said. “A risk evaluation based on complete information and the best 
science is critical.”   

 
“There’s an extensive body of research available on both styrene and ethylbenzene to support 
and inform EPA’s review,” Ehrlich added.  “We welcome the process as an opportunity to validate 
the existing science and further assure the public that the manufacturing of both chemicals and 

consumer products made with them are safe.”  
 
Styrene and ethylbenzene are irreplaceable direct and indirect components of many widely used 
polymers and composites. Countless industrial and commercial products depend on these 

materials, including protective packaging, building components, insulation, medical and optical 
devices, military and commercial aircraft, boats, wind turbine components, corrosion-resistant 
pipes and tanks, optical fibers, conveyor belts, and industrial gaskets and seals. They are also 
key components of a wide range of consumer goods, including electronics, kitchen appliances, 

automobile components, tires, bathroom fixtures, sporting goods, and toys. 
 
To learn more about the consortia and potential participation, companies should contact SIRC’s 

executive director at ray.ehrlich@styrene.org.  
 

-end- 
 

Federal Register notice: https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/18/2024-
29829/initiation-of-prioritization-under-the-toxic-substances-control-act-tsca-notice-of-

availability  
 
 
About SIRC 

The Styrene Information & Research Center collects, develops, analyzes, and communicates pertinent information on 
the potential human health and environmental effects of styrene and ethylbenzene, and serves as a liaison between 

industry, federal and state governments, and international agencies on issues involving styrene and ethylbenzene. 
Learn more by visiting www.styrene.org.  
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